
Balavikas Youth Competition 2022 Recitation 
 

High School 
 

You are all intelligent people listening. Can I say that all of you are understanding in the same 
way? It cannot be. You receive the idea and interpret it according to your own mind. He 
understands it with his mind. So your world outside is ordered by, governed by, controlled by 
your mental attitude. Haven't you heard people say that this world is a Hell? Haven't you heard 
people say this world is a Heaven? Successful people say that this world is wonderful. 
Unsuccessful people say, "I want to die." Why? It is the same situation, the same sun, moon and 
stars. The same atmosphere and elements. Yet one feels it is wonderful and the other is 
miserable. When mommy and daddy are home, the elder son thinks it is heaven. The younger 
son thinks, "I am waiting to become 18 years old so that I can get away from these wretched 
people." His parents are loving him fully and completely, yet his interpretation is that he is in 
Hell. These undisciplined mental disturbances prompt us to live on instincts and impulses of the 
mind. They are utterly selfish, heartlessly desiring everything in the exterior world, wanting to 
acquire, possess, embrace, indulge and enjoy. They are like any cattle and we live only at the 
mental level at this moment. 
 
All of us have intelligence to analyze and realize that what I am doing is wrong, but you do not have the 
strength to live up to it. There is no one who does not know that he is immoral, drinking is bad, smoking 
is ruinous. And yet we ask them, "Why are you drinking?" It is not that I don't know it. I know it, but I 
can't give it up. Everyone! Cheating, telling a lie, becoming angry, cruel and criminal in nature. It is not 
that you do not know it is wrong. But you say, "I am sorry, I cannot be away from it. I am compelled to 
do things." Think! 
 
Now friends, each individual is a unit in this universe. All individuals put together is called a community, 
nation or world. Apart from the individuals, there is no world. Without distinction, all your minds put 
together is the world outside. If the majority of the minds are egocentric, utterly selfish, arrogant, 
vulgar, without character, that society, that community will be of the same character. That nation is no 
nation, it is only a country where a population lives. There is no integrity between themselves and no 
understanding internationally... Through individual perfection alone can world perfection be aspired. 
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