Balavikas Youth Competition 2022 Recitation
Intermediate
The more knowledge you have, the more wealth you can create; except through efficient work
inspired by knowledge, there is no other way to gain wealth. You cannot create wealth by magic
and mystery. That lesson we have to learn today. Sarasvati is primary, and Lakshmi is a byproduct of Sarasvati. This knowledge must come so that poverty will be eliminated in India. Pure
science is Sarasvati, and applied science is Lakshmi. Knowledge applied to agriculture improves
the wealth of the nation; so also industry. Everywhere these two austere goddesses reign, but we
in India have to re-learn how to truly worship them. Merely making arati, waving of light, before
their pictures is not the way to worship them. Go to the university, study various books, think for
yourself - this is how you become students of Sarasvati. And, hard work, teamwork, trying to
improve efficiency - that is how we have to worship Lakshmi. Arati we can do once a year, but
everyday we have to worship Lakshmi only through this kind of hard work. Then alone Lakshmi
kataksha or grace will come to us.
Therefore, in this modern age, the ideal is janana, and everyone is to be on the road to
knowledge. Nature has given human being the capacity to oppose the thumb to the forefinger,
and thus manipulate the world around him or her, and acquire knowledge and power. This is the
beginning of human evolution. In the description of Sri Krsna, this wonderful expression is there;
jnana mudraya krsnaya. In all the iconography of India, of great saints, sages, incarnations, and
of the Divine Mother, you will find this particular pose of jnana mudra. It is especially seen in
depicting Shiva as Dakshinamurthi. By this jnana mudra, he is able to remove the doubts of
students around him. This is the tradition coming down to use from very ancient times and we
should apply the essence of this tradition to deal with our own present-day problems. The whole
land must become dedicated to knowledge and knowledge-seeking.
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