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Characters in their order of appearance                                          

  Name

1. Narrator 1 (8 dialogues)


----------------------
Chinmayee
2. Narrator 2 (7 dialogues)


----------------------
Geetika
3. Gopanna
(6 dialogues)


----------------------
Vinay
4. Akkanna
(4 dialogues)


----------------------
Priya
5. Nizam
(13 dialogues)


----------------------
Netra
6. Kamalamma   (3 dialogues)


----------------------
Bhavana
7. Raghuram         (I dialogue)


----------------------
Aarya
8.Ramadasu 1 up to Third Scene (7 dialogues)
----------------------
Pradyuta
9.Ramadasu 2 From 4—7 Scenes (10 dialogues)
-------------------  

 Keerthana
10. Villager 1     (1 lengthy dialogue)

----------------------
Veda
11. Villager 2      (1 lengthy dialogue)

----------------------
Vinay
12. Villager 3          (1 short dialogue)

----------------------
Saachi
13. Villager 4         (2 dialogues)


----------------------
Priya
14. Villager 5          (I dialogue)


----------------------
 Niveda
15. Villager 6       (2 dialogues)


----------------------
Samyukta
16. Soldier 1      (3 dialogues)


----------------------
Harish
17. Solder 2     (Non-Speaking role)

 ----------------------

18. Guard 1
(2 dialogues)


----------------------
Harish
19. Guard 2
(2 dialogues)


----------------------
Veda
20. Guard 3
(3 dialogues)


----------------------
Samyukta
21. Ramoji/ Rama (3 dialogues)


----------------------
Bhavana
22. Lakshmoji (Non-speaking role)

 ----------------------
Shaanthi/Rakendu/Vivek
BHAKTA RAMADASU
Narrator(s)
Narrator 1 (Chinmayee) : Nestled in Dandakaranya, on the banks of River Godavari in Andhra Pradesh, is a beautiful shrine by name Bhadrachalam .  This famous temple was built in 1674 by an ardent devotee of Lord Rama whose name is Kancharala Ramadasu popularly known as Bhadradri Ramdasu or Bhadrachala Ramadasu.  

Narrator 2 (Geetika): Not only was Ramadasu a great devotee of Rama but he was also a great composer of Karnatik music.  His devotional lyrics to Rama are famous in India as Ramadasu Keerthanas.   
Narrator 1 (Chinmayee): Today we will present you the emotional and endearing story of Bhakta Ramadasu in seven scenes.

Narrator 2 (Geetika): The first scene will describe, the life of Ramadasu when he was known as Gopanna and served as Tahsildar of Bhadrachalam under Nizam’s rule collecting taxes.
Narrator 1 (Chinmayee): The second scene shows how Gopanna was inspired to build the temple of Sri Rama at Bhadrachalam.
Narrator 2 (Geetika): The third scene portrays the difficulties Ramadasu faced in collecting funds for building the temple and his decision to utilize the tax payers money for his dream project.
Narrator 1 (Chinmayee): The fourth scene depicts the punishment imposed by Nizam on Ramadasu and the hardships faced by him during his 12 long years of imprisonment. 
Narrator 2 (Geetika): The fifth scene will show how his spirit soared high on the wings of bhakti despite the torture he faced in the prison and the outpourings from his heart in the form of keerthanas which even to this day are considered masterpieces and devotional gems.

Narrator 1 (Chinmayee): The sixth scene portrays the appearance of Lord Rama in Nizam’s palace to repay the money owed by Ramadasu and his reaction to it.
Narrator 2 (Geetika): In the seventh and final scene we will show you the release of Ramadasu and how he continued his song and devotion to Lord Rama with doubled faith. 
FIRST SCENE

Gopanna (Vinay): Namaste Uncle!  How are you?

Akkanna (Priya): Gopanna, is that you?  How long has it been since I met you.  Look at you my dear.  You seem to be in a lot of suffering. Is everything okay? 

Gopanna (Vinay):  Oh Uncle. I am doing just fine.

Akkanna (Priya):  I heard you acquired some property from your parents after their passing, but gave it away to people in the village after that deadly famine. Is that true? 

Gopanna (Vinay):  Yes Uncle.  I realized there are people who needed the land and the house more than I did.  So I gave it away.

Akkanna (Priya):  But Gopanna, how are you going to take care of yourself?

Gopanna (Vinay):  Oh, don’t worry about me uncle.  Lord Rama is there for all of us.  He is my caretaker.
Akkanna (Priya):  As your uncle, I cannot see you suffer in poverty.  Tomorrow morning let us both go to Nizam to seek his help in getting you a job.  In the meantime I will send our priest to Nizam who can explain all about your knowledge and skills.

Gopanna (Vinay):  As you say Uncle. 

Narrator 1 (Chinmayee): The next morning in Nizam’s court:

Nizam (Netra):  Gopanna, your uncle is your well wisher.  He told me all about your talents and I am very impressed with your knowledge in book keeping and finances. Are you interested in working for us?

Gopanna (Vinay):  Nizamji, I consider it my honor and divine blessing to serve you. 
Nizam (Netra):  We hereby appoint you as Peshkar of Khammam.  If you please us with your hard work and dedication we will later promote you as our Tahsildar of Bhadrachalam to collect taxes from the people. 

Narrator 2 (Geetika): With his loyalty to Nizam and efficiency as Tahsildar, Gopanna impressed everyone.  For his Rama Bhakti Gopanna came to be called as Ramadasu.  He later married Kamalamma who is also a fervent devotee of Rama .  The couple had a son named Raghuram. Both his wife and son assisted him in his bhajans

Ramadasu, Kamalamma and Raghuram sing   “O Rama Nee Nama Memi Ruchira” 
SECOND SCENE 
Ramadasu (Pradyuta): Kamalamma listen! I heard there is a fair going on in Bhadrachalam and everyone in our village is talking about it.  I wish to go there with you and Raghuram.

Kamalamma (Bhavana): Certainly Swami.  I am also very eager to witness the fair.  Raghuram will be very excited to see all the attractions there .
In Bhadrachalam

Ramdasu (Pradyuta): The fair was a lot of fun.  Kamalamma look what has happened here.  Look at the idols of our Swami Rama, Sita and Lakshmana.  Why are they so dusty and neglected?  I am so saddened to see them in this state of distress under this thatch roof.  Who did this to them?  Why are they not in a temple?
 Villager 1 (Veda): We are from this village and let me tell you how these idols made their appearance here.  Long time ago, there was an ardent devotee of Lord Rama by name of Pokala Dhammakka. One night she had darshan of Rama in her dream who said “saints and sages are worshipping my embodied murthy settled on Bhadragiri” and asked her to trace them and perform puja and attain salvation.  
Villager 2 (Vinay): After much effort, Dhammakka found them and since then she used to perform puja and offer naivedyam with fruits fallen from nearby trees.  She later constructed this thatch hut with the help of local villagers.

Villager 3 (Saachi):  Did you know that Bhagawan Rama had told her that later a devotee of his will build a temple at this site?  We are waiting to witness that prophecy come true.
Villagers and Ramadasu sing “Antaa  Raama mayam.  Eee jagamanta Ramamayam.”
THIRD SCENE

Ramadasu (Pradyuta):  Oh Rama! I cannot see you suffer in this rain and sun withering away without a proper temple.  I will build that temple for you.  My dear people  please help me take care of our Swami. Let us all build a temple for our Rama.  Please contribute all you can.

Villager 4 (Priya):  Ramadasu.  That is a wonderful thought and we all are with you in this holy task.  We will collect the money and bring it to you.
Narrator 1(Chinmayee): After several days:

Villager 4 (Priya):  Ramdasu, we could collect very little money for the temple.  Many villagers are interested in contributing to the temple, but do not have any money right now. Perhaps we have to wait until we harvest our crops. 
Ramadasu (Pradyuta):   We would need at least 6 lakhs of rupees or else this dream of ours will not be fulfilled and our Rama will have to suffer in this hot sun without any proper temple.  I cannot even bear the thought of letting my Lord get scorched in this heat or get drenched in the rain for one more day.
Villager 5 (Niveda):  Do not worry Ramadasu.  I am sure there is a way out of this problem.

Ramadasu (Pradyuta):  Really!  Please suggest it to me.

Villager 6 (Samyukta):  How about spending 6 lakhs rupees of the tax money that you have collected from us.  Once our crops are harvested we will pay it back to you and you can hand it over to Nizam. 

Ramadasu (Pradyuta):  Oh, I cannot do it.  Not without the permission of the Nizam.

Villager 6 (Samyukta):  Think about it Ramadasu.  Do you think our Nizam will let you spend that money?  Anyhow why do you have to take his permission, if you are anyway going to pay it back to him? 

Ramadasu (Pradyuta):  Yes, that seems to be the only way we can build the temple.  Moreover, Sitamma will need her jewellery too.  How can our Rama, Sita and Lakshmana not have ornaments that commensurate with their royal status?  Yes, this 6 lakhs rupees will be the answer to my problems.  Anyhow, I am spending them for the Lord.  I see nothing wrong with it.  I will explain it to Nizam everything I did when I handover the money to him after the harvest season.  By then our Rama, Sita and Lakshmana will have  their temple.  That will be wonderful.  Yes, let us do it.
Narrator 2(Geetika): Thus started the construction of Bhadrachalam temple.  After a lot of hard work, the construction was completed to everybody’s happiness.  

FOURTH SCENE
Soldier from Nizam’s Court (Harish):  Ramadasu, Nizam wants you to be brought to his court in handcuffs.
Ramadasu (Keerthana):  I will be there. But can you tell me why ?
Soldier (Harish): Do not act innocent.  Everybody knows that you have used up Nizam’s money for building the temple.

Ramadasu (Keerthana):  But I did not……..

Soldier (Harish):  Do not say another word.  We have orders from Nizam to imprison you.  
Soldier handcuffs him.

Kamalamma (Bhavana):  Swami what is happening?  
Raghuram (Aarya):  Father please come back.

Ramadasu (Keerthana):  Do not worry Kamalamma.  Our Rama knows what He is doing.  Simply pray to Him.  This soldier is doing his duty.  Do not accuse him of any wrong doing.  Nizam will understand us. 

Narrator 1(Chinmayee):  In the prison:

Guard 1 (Harish):  Ramadasu because you have used our Nizam’s money for your use without his permission, we have orders from him to give you one hundred whip lashes.  Also, we have orders to keep you here until you repay all his money.  

Guard 2 (Veda):  Are you joking.  It has been so many years and Ramadasu could not pay even one tenth of it.  He will be in the prison for ever keeping us company.

Guards start to whip him.

Guard 3 (Samyukta):  Ramadasu, look how bruised you are.  You should not have spent away Nizam’s money.  Look, your Rama did not save you.  He did not even come to visit you.  You are delirious in thinking that He will help you.  If He is true, he would have saved you by now.

Ramadasu (Keerthana): My Lord is true.  He will come to rescue me.  He knows when to save me.  I will wait for Him however long it takes.
All the guards laugh loudly.  

 Guard 2 (Veda):  He is going mad.  Look at him talking about Rama all the time.

Ramadasu sings: “Paluke bangaramayena.  Kodandapani…”
FIFTH SCENE
Ramdasu (Keerthana):  Oh dear Rama, please come rescue me.  I have been serving you all my life and you have not yet come to rescue this weakling.  Please Rama.  Come quick, I cannot bear this suffering any more. 
Guards whip him
Ramadsu sings “Abbabba Debbalaku Orvalenuraa” 

Ramadasu (Keerthana): I understand all the mistakes  I have committed.  Perhaps I sinned when I caged that beautiful parrot in my house.  Please pardon me.  Don’t be so aloof O Rama.  Please come rescue me. 

Ramdasu (Keerthana)sings “Ye teeruga nanu Dayachoochedavo..”

Kamalamma (Bhavana):  Swami, look at you.  Why are they treating you this way?  Where is our savior?  I cannot bear to see you in this condition.  Oh Rama, please grace us.  My husband never neglected you.  Why are you neglecting him now?
Ramdasu(Keerthana) sings  “Charanamule Nammiti, nee divya charanamule nammiti.”
 Guard 1 (Harish):  Go away lady.  Your husband will be here forever.  Nobody can save him unless he brings all the money that he stole from the Nizam.

Guard drags Kamalamma away.

Ramadasu (Keerthana):  My dear Rama.  Did I spend that money for myself.  Did I buy ornaments for myself?  Did I not spend every penny on you, your wife and brother?  Don’t you have any mercy in your heart for this foolish servant? Oh mother Sita, at least you tell your husband to show some mercy on me.

Ramadasu (Keerthana) sings:  “Nanu brovamani cheppave….”

When Ramadasu (Keerthana)tries to drink water from the pot he finds it empty.
Ramadasu (Keerthana)faints

SIXTH SCENE
Nizam is shown sleeping in his quarters.

Nizam (Netra):  Who is that in my chambers at this time?  

Ramoji  and Lakshmoji: (enter the room dressed as young men):  We are here to repay the 6 lakhs of rupees owed to you by Ramadasu.

Nizam (Netra):  (Looks very confused):  But who are you?  Why are you repaying Ramadasu’s  money?

Ramoji :  You know us.  We are very dear to Ramadasu.   Accept this money and give us a receipt.

Nizam (Netra):  Guard!

 Guard 3(Samyukta) arrives
Nizam (Netra): Make sure that there is 6 lakhs of rupees and then issue these young men a receipt for the money.

Guard 3(Samyukta):  As you order your honor.

 Guard 3(Samyukta) issues a receipt.

The next morning when Nizam wakes up
Nizam (Netra):  Oh what a strange dream I had last night.  And what a joke that would be to see somebody paying up 6 lakhs of rupees on behalf of that fraud  Ramdasu. 

He walks from his bed and finds gold coins.

Nizam (Netra):  I cannot believe my eyes.  So it is not a dream after all.  The two men  that came in last night repaid Ramadasu’s  debt.  I see Lord Rama’s picture on every one of these gold coins.  What a fool I have been all these years.  I have not only imprisoned and tortured Ramadasu but did not recognize when Lord Rama himself appeared in front of my eyes.  What a big sin I have committed in my life.  I was blinded by ego and royalty.  I must at once go and beg Ramadasu for his pardon.
SEVENTH SCENE
Ramadasu (Keerthana)wakes up from his sleep and finds the receipt under his pillow.  When he is wondering about it, Nizam arrives
Nizam (Netra):  Open the doors at once and release Ramadasu.

Guard 1 (Harish) and Guard 2 (Veda) open the doors and remove his shackles and hand cuffs.

Nizam falls at Ramadasu’s feet with gold coins.

Nizam (Netra):  Ramadasu please excuse me.  I was blind to your faith all these years and have tortured you immensely.  What I did was inexcusable.  I was groping in darkness all these years until Lord Rama appeared with Lakshmana last night and showed me your true faith.  Please pardon me.

Ramadasu(Keerthana):  You saw my Swami Rama and Lakshmana?

Nizam (Netra):  Yes Ramadasu.  Here are the gold coins that they gave me with their own hands.  Please accept them.  They all are yours.  I have no right to them.  Please take them all and live a happy life.

Ramadasu(Keerthana):  Oh Rama! What is this maya?  When I served you all my life  begging to  see your vibrant smile and longing to fall at your feet  , you did not show me your face or grace but instead blessed  Nizam with your presence!  Your deeds are beyond my understanding.

Nizam (Netra):  Ramadasu,  don’t wait even one more minute in this prison.  Please take all these coins at once and go to your family.

Ramadasu(Keerthana):  What use are these gold coins to me.  All I wanted was to see my Lord Rama and he did not even appear in my dreams.  But I am blessed to touch these coins that my Lord had touched.  I will accept just two coins as a mark of divine significance.

Ramadasu (Keerthana)sings: “Taaraka Mantramu Korina Dorikenu”

Rama (Bhavana) :  Ramadasu.  You will always be known as my favorite devotee.  Do not fret that I did not appear in your dreams.  Your purpose in this life to show the path of devotion to the rest of the world.  You will remain my bhakta for the rest of your life and attain salvation at the end of your life.  

Nizam (Netra):  This is Allah’s grace.  Take all these gold coins to Bhadrachalam for temple maintenance.  From our treasury 20,000 rupees is allocated to the maintenance of the temple.  We will also offer pearls every year on the occasion of Sri Rama Navami.
Ramdasu with all the characters of the play sing “Ramachadraya Janaka Rajajamanoharaya”.

RAMADASU KEERTHANAS FROM THE PLAY
“O Rama Nee Nama Memi Ruchira” 

“Antaa  Raama mayam.  Eee jagamanta Ramamayam.”

“Paluke bangaramayena.  Kodandapani…”

“Abbabba Debbalaku Orvalenuraa”

“Ye teeruga nanu Dayachoochedavo.”

“Charanamule Nammiti, nee divya charanamule nammiti.”

“Nanu brovamani cheppave”

“Taaraka Mantramu Korina Dorikenu”

“Ramachadraya Janaka Rajajamanoharaya”.
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